WAHPETON BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
REGULAR SESSION
Thursday, August 18, 2016
6:00 P.M. WAHPETON CITY HALL

   The Wahpeton Board of Adjustment met in regular session on Thursday, August 18, 2016 at 6:00 p.m. in the Wahpeton City Hall. Present were Nelson, Edwards, Westerman, Gauck, and Jensen. City Attorney Hemphill, City Administrator Roberts and Zoning Administrator Radcliffe were also present. Edwards moved and Jensen seconded to move Dotson to the last item on the agenda and approve the agenda as changed. All ayes – motion carried. Edwards pointed out a change in the June 16, 2016 minutes that Gauck voted nay to the Bathe variance. Edwards moved and Jensen seconded to approve the minutes with the correction. All ayes – motion carried.
    The board considered a landscape and building permit request submitted by Steve and Lisa Ferguson, and Bill Engelen of 2016 Manhattan Boulevard, Milford, Iowa 51351. The Ferguson’s and Engelen’s asked for a variance to 165.05.5: to add to an existing deck of 12’x16’ and ground level patio approximately 6’ deep on the south side and 10’ deep on the north side with the length of 35’, using line of sight with the two adjoining neighbors.  There was a previous Board of Adjustment request by Bill Engelen on April 21, 2011. There was one letter of objection received. Hemphill indicated that they must 1st determine a hardship. Board member Westerman left the meeting. After a lengthy discussion, Edwards moved and Jensen seconded the board table the decision until better measurements for line of sight and proposed deck & patio can be determined. The board will hold a special meeting on Wednesday, Aug. 24 @ 5 pm to make their decision. All ayes motion carried.   
    Next, the board considered a building permit request submitted by John and Deanna Utz, of 1511 Joy Loy Lane Milford, Iowa 51351. The Utz’s asked for a variance to enlarge their deck to 10’6” x 21’6” and also screen it in. The deck is located on the east side of the house.  The lot is nonconforming due to current Lakeside Residential District setbacks, 165.05.5. Edwards moved and Gauck seconded per Chapter 165.17.5.6 of the Wahpeton Code of Ordinances the board approved the variance as requested. Roll call vote:  Gauck – aye, Jensen – aye,  Edwards – aye,  Nelson- aye. All ayes – motion carried. 
   Next, the Board consider a construction permit request submitted by Camp Okoboji of 1531 Edgewood Drive, Milford Iowa 51351.  Requesting a variance of 165.07.4.2: Conditional use permit required. The establishment, expansion, or modification of an institutional use structure shall each be considered a conditional use and required a conditional use permit be issued by the Wahpeton Board of Adjustment.  All such permits shall be issued only upon compliance with and fulfillment of all the standards, conditions and requirements contained in this chapter or imposed by the Board of Adjustment. This request for construction is for a new Discovery building which will be done in 2 phases. The new Discovery building will replace the current crafts building, which will be removed before the start of the new construction.  Current and future water service from the City of Wahpeton was discussed and the camp will comply.  Jensen moved and Gauck seconded per Chapter 165.17.5.6 of the Wahpeton Code of Ordinances the board approved the variance as requested. Roll call vote: Edwards – aye,  Jensen – aye,  Gauck – aye, Nelson - aye. All ayes – motion carried.
   Last the board considered a construction permit request submitted by Darren and Katie Dotson, of 2220 Manhattan Boulevard, Milford, Iowa 51351. The Dotson’s are asking for a variance of 165.05.5: to build to the line of sight from the house on lots 10 and 11, to house on lot 14. Also, the Dotson’s are requesting that the Carriage Path be moved closer to the lakeside. The house to the north of the Dotson’s lot is currently built on the Carriage Path. There was a lengthy discussion concerning written easements, Board of Adjustment powers, exchange of property, vacating the carriage path, it was determined that the Board of Adjustment had no powers to make a decision and the Dotson’s will need to go to the City Council where they would have jurisdiction and would need to hold a public hearing. Edwards moved and Nelson seconded to refund Dotson’s fees for the variance because the Board of Adjustment does not have jurisdiction over vacating the carriage path. Roll call vote: Nelson – aye, Edwards – aye, Gauck – aye, Jensen – aye. All ayes – motion carried.
   In other business, the board discussed a conflict with the date and time of the board meetings. Westerman has another meeting he has to attend on the 3rd Thursday of the month at 7 pm so he always has to leave early. Nelson moved and Edwards seconded to move meetings to start at 5 pm. on the 3rd Thursday of the month. All ayes – motion carried.
    Being no further business, Jensen moved and Edwards seconded to adjourn the meeting at 7:20 p.m.
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